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Spain leads the field in
Wine Merchant Top 50

Spanish wines are the big winner in this
year's Wine Merchant Top 50.

The final list of 50 wines - drawn from a
total of more than 350 entries and decided
on by a panel of 12 independent merchants
joined by co-chairmen Olly Smith and The
Observer’s David Williams - included 11
Spanish wines, ranging in price from £7.50
to £35.99.

France, with eight wines, and Portugal
(six), also feature strongly in a list featuring
representatives from 13 countries, including
star performers from Bulgaria and Greece.

Domaines Paul Mas also had reason to
celebrate, contributing a remarkable three
wines to the final list, while the Champagne

house of Charles Heidsieck, Austria’s
Domaine Wachau and Trentino producer
Cavit each contributed two wines apiece.

Together, the Top 50 winning wines, which
were available to sample at a pop-up tasting
on the second day of the London Wine Fair,
“reflect the diversity, quality and - equally
important - great value of wines available in
the independent trade,” said Williams.

“We found so many deliciously worthy
wines this year, and the contrast with the
latest range tastings in the supermarkets -
which Olly and [ have just endured rather

than enjoyed - was really instructive.”
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Ted Sandbach of The Oxford Wine Company and Philip Amps of Amps Fine Wines
put a sparkling wine through its paces at the judging of The Wine Merchant Top 50
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